
The Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library  

School Ballot Referendum FAQ 

 

The mission of The Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library is to assemble, preserve, and 

provide printed and digital materials, programs, and services that will enrich the community.  

 

Q: What is the library asking for with this referendum vote? 

 

The Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library and The Cogswell Free Library are appealing to 

our community for a funding increase in the amount of $30,000.  The Annie Porter Ainsworth 

Memorial Library is requesting for an increase of $25,000, while The Cogswell Free Library is 

requesting for an increase of $5,000.  

 

Q: Why are the libraries going on the school ballot? 

 

Cost of living and operational costs increase: 

● The library relies on talented staff to meet the needs of our community, from children’s 

programming to computer help. The proposed increase will be used to help provide the 

competitive wages and benefits we need to recruit and retain personnel and meet 

increased operational costs.   

 

● NYS minimum wage has increased $1.70 per hour since 2021, which was the last year 

the library asked for an increase.  It will continue to increase until it reaches $15.00 per 

hour. 

 

Date NYS Minimum Wage Increased to 

December 31, 2020 $11.80 $12.50 

December 31, 2021 $12.50 $13.20 

December 31, 2022 $13.20 $14.20 

 

Q: Are there alternative funding sources available to the library?  

 

In order to continue to provide services at the current level we are looking to address dwindling 

revenues and increased expenditures with taxpayer voted funding. The library receives funding 

from different sources, including Oswego County and New York State. This funding is not 

guaranteed.  

 

 

 

 

 



Year Town of  
Sandy Creek 

Oswego County Local Library 
Services Aid (State) 

2021 $38,000 $4,574 $1,769 

2022 $0.00 $4,706 $1,434 

The amount from the Town of Sandy Creek is $0.00 for 2022 since the library shifted tax support from general 
appropriations by the Town to a direct public vote. 
 

Q: Why a referendum instead of a loan or a grant? 

 

Placing a referendum on the school ballot is a sustainable way for the library to ensure it has the 

means to provide high-quality service to our community. It allows the voters a direct voice in the 

funding process, and once approved, it’s funding the library can rely on year after year.  

 

Q: How much will the increase cost me as a homeowner? 

 

An increase of $30,000 will mean an approximate tax rate increase of $.06 per thousand.  

Homeowners with property assessed for $100,000 will see an increase of approximately $6.00. 

 

 

  Home 
Value 

Home 
Value 

Home 
Value 

Home 
Value 

Home 
Value 

  $50,000 $100,000 $150,000 $200,000 $250,000 

Current Tax: $149,000 $16.00 $32.00 $48.00 $64.00 $80.00 

Increase of: $30,000 $3.00 $6.00 $9.00 $12.00 $15.00 

Total: $179,000 $19.00 $38.00 $57.00 $76.00 $95.00 

 

 

Q: What is the library’s portion of the latest property tax bill? 

 

The library tax is a separate line item on your school tax bill.  The tax is separate from the 

school tax and is not part of the school district budget.  All money collected from the library tax 

goes directly to the libraries. 

 

Q: What will happen if the referendum does not pass? 

 

Reduction in hours 

● Without the proposed increase, reduction in service hours may be necessary.  

 

 



Reduction in service 

● Without the proposed increase, a reduction in services may be necessary.  

 

Q: When will the vote be held? 

 

The libraries’ school ballot referendum vote will be held on Tuesday, May 16, 2023.  

 

Q: Who can vote? 

 

Voters participating in the school ballot election must be: 

1. a citizen of the United States of America,  

2. eighteen years of age or older,  

3. a resident within the Sandy Creek Central School District for thirty (30) days preceding 

the vote.   

To find out more about voter eligibility, visit https://www.elections.ny.gov/. 

 

 

https://www.elections.ny.gov/

